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LOS ANGELES

Style: Italian Period Revival
Year of Completion: 1924

Original Building Permit: Pernut #354916 was issued by the City of Los Angeles on

November 14, 1923 for a two-story, eight-room residence. The house, to measure approximately 59 by
55 feet with a maximum height of 27 feet, would have a concrete foundation, redwood mund-sills, wood-
frame walls, a tile roof, and one bnck chimmey.

Earlier, on November 3, 1923, the City had 1ssued pernut #53013 for the construction of a garage. To
measure approxmately 18 by 20 feet with a maximum height of 10 feet, 1t would have a concrete-slab
foundation, redwood nmd-sills, wood-frame walls, and a composition roof

Copies of these permits are attached.
Cost to Build: 514 200 total-a larger-than-average amount for a new house of this size at the time.

Architect: Smale & Blaize, Los Angeles. Please see the attached biographical material on Clarence I.
Smale and his partners.

Builder and First Owner: William O. Boston, a business executive, who bualt 1t as a home for himself
and his wife Kathryn  He purchased the vacant parcel from the Janss Investment Company.

Wilhiam Otto Boston was born i Salem, Indiana on Apnl 16, 1875, His father Arclubald was a farmer.
By 1880, the fanuly had moved to Hamilton but relocated to Lomsburg in the same state around 1885,
Wilham marmmned his wife m 1897, She had been bom Kathryn Hawkins in Kansas of Insh parents on
October 24, 1874, Ther daughter Mildred was bomn around 1899. By 1900, the family was living m
Cowley, Kansas, where Mr. Boston was employed as a salesman  The 1910 census reveals that by then
he had returned to the life of a farmer in Empare, Kansas.
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By 1920 Mr. and Mrs. Boston had moved to Los Angeles where William was now the propnietor of a
grocery store with Kathryn assisting lum in 1ts management. Around the time they moved mio their
Ambrose Avenue home, Mr. Boston had become the propnetor of a motion pichure theater.

William Boston died at the age of 66 on December 22, 1941, His wadow survived hum by a number
of years, passing away on Apnl 13, 1950, age 73.

Other Building Permits: Tis house has evidently changed very hitle from when 1t was first bwlt.
The only other permut for this property in City files was 1ssued on February 1, 19383 for the mstallation
of solar heaters at a cost of $3,800. Northland Environmental was the contractor.

A copy of the permut 13 attached.

Assessor’s Records: The Los Angeles County Assessor first visited the property on February 19, 1924
and recorded a newly-completed single two-story residence with a concrete foundation, wood-frame
walls covered m plaster on metal lath, a hipped tiled roof. and wood and omamental iron trim. Heat
was provided by a fireplace and a four-umit gas fumace with exght outlets. There were fourteen
“special”-quahty plombing fixtures. Electnical fixtures were also rated “special ™ Intenor fimshes
were primarily plaster and omamental woodwork. Seven rooms had hardwood floors. Bookcases
were bmlt-m. Overall constuction quahity of the house was rated “special ™—the lighest category
available on the Assessor's form.

The Assessor estimated the square footage at 4,081, On the first floor were three living rooms (one was
probably a dining rocm), one bedroom, one bathroom, and a kitchen with tiled walls. The second floor
contained three bedrooms and two fully-tled bathrooms. The detached two-car garage, measuring ap-
proximately erghteen by twenty feet, had a concrete floor and a composition roof.

The Los Angeles County Assessor currently stll estmates the square footage of the house at 4 081.
Copies of the Assessor’s bulding records are attached.

Other Owners and Residents: Mr. Boston sold lus home m 1931 to Edward McAdams.

Mr. McAdams, who hived m the house with lus wife Annie, was vice-president of the Rohde Onl
Syndicate with offices at 617 South Olive Street in downtown Los Angeles. He later became
president of the McAdams O1l Company and president of the MCA Dnlling Company.

Frank Miller gamed title mn early 1943. He mmmediately transferred ownershap, m July 1943, to David
Arthur Lowe and his wife Thelma Geraldne Lowe, who shared the honse with their son Dawnd. Mr
Lowe (known as “D. Arthur™) was a gas company executive. Ongmally residents of Washington state,
Mr. and Mrz. Lowe later moved to Oregon.

Thomas I and Sibyl C. McGuure became the owners m July 1948,
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In March 1951, Mary Rice Storke was recorded as the owner. Mrs. Storke, a native of Arkansas who
had lived previously m New York City and Denver, was the widow of Arthur D. Storke. Mr. Storke, as-

sociated with the Kennecott Corporation, a large mining company, had died in a plane crash m 1940

Thtle passed to Dr. Charles Trowbndge Haubiel m Augnst 1978, although he and his wife had evidently
hived m the house for a mumber of years previously. Dr. Haubiel was a well-known composer of orches-
tral and chamber works and of several operas. Bom in Ohio, he studied m New York before beconung
a member of the faculty of New York University where he taught for more than twenty years. In 1935,
he organized the Composers Press, Inc. to assist contemporary composers in publicizing therr work.
Mrs. Haubiel was active m the MacDowell Club of Allied Arts and often hosted teas and musicales at
her home. A copy of Dr. Haubiel's obituary from the Los Angeles Times 15 attached.

In Angust 1979, Raymond (Ray) Colhier purchased the property.
Gregory K. Hughes_ et. al, tock possession mn November 1938

In September 1991, Maury Rosenfeld, et. al., were recorded as owners. Melinda Lawton joined Mr.
Rosenfeld on title m December 2002.

Notes: The property was adverhsed for sale i the Apnl 4, 1948 15sue of the Los Angeles Times. The
ad remarked that “no better place can be had for health and happmess for parents and chaldren to lrve.™
A copy of this ad 15 attached.

Significance: The Boston house 15 potentially eligible for listmg on a local mventory of sigmficant
properiies due to its fine design by a known architect, 1ts remarkable state of preservation, and its conin-
bution to the architectural and istorical context of its neighborhood.
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Sources:
City of Los Angeles, Bulding & Safety Department
Los Angeles County Assessor (South El Monte distnict office and Los Angeles archives)
Los Angeles Public Library

Gebhard, Dawvid and Robert Winter. 4n Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles.
Salt Lake City, Gibbs-Smuth 2003.

MeAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses.
New York, Enopf, 1984.

City Directories: 1924-
Los Angeles Times: Apnl 4, 1948; Aungust 29, 1978

Internet Resources, mcluding California Index, Califorma Death Index,
Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry com, and Histonic Los Angeles Times Database.

Tim Gregory

The Bulding Biographer

400 East Cahforma Blvd., #3

Pasadena, CA 91106-3763

Phone: 626-792-7465; Fax: 626-793-5219
timgregory@sbeglobal net
www.bmldingographer.com

Copyright 2011 by Tim Gregory
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CLARENCE J. SMALE
Architect

Clarence Justin Smale, a versatile architect known for his grasp of many styles, was bom in Ballona
Cahformia (now the area that inclndes Manna del Eey) on November 2, 1886, He was one of six sons
of John Smale, a Canadian-bom farmer, and Mary Smale. By 1910, Mr. and Mrs. Smale had divorced
and the brothers and thewr mother relocated to Gull Harbor, Washmgton, where Clarence Smale worked
as a house carpenter. Around 1907, he mamed s Newfoundland-bom wife Eose. They would have a
daughter Virgima, bom ca. 1919. By 1917, Mr. Smale was a self-employed architect working m Se-
aftle.

Aroumd 1919 the Smale fanuly moved to Venice, Califormia and Mr. Smale found work as a designer
with the Preston Wnght Company, a Los Angeles firm  He eventually was to become head of its draft-
mg room. It appears Mr. Smale did not have acadenuc traming as an architect but, hike many designers
at the tmme. learned s skills through expenience and apprenficeships. In May 1923 Mr. Smale opened
his own office at 509 South Western Avenue where, according to the Southwest Builder & Contractor
journal, “he has several prospective projects on the boards.™ Later, he moved his offices to 333 South
La Cienega Boulevard and, by the end of lus career, was practicing at 7427 Beverly Boulevard He did
not join the Amenican Institute of Architects until 1947, but was active m the Southemn Califorma
Chapter.

Early in us practice, Mr. Smale often teamed up with other designers on residential projects. Among
these was the Itahan Renmssance-styled Marcheth Cafe located at the southwest comer of 5th Street
and Western Avenne designed m 1924 m association with 5. Charles Lee who would later become
known as Southern Cahforma’s mest important motion-picture theater designer. Another jomt project
was the Wilham O. Boston residence at 4941 Ambrose Avenue, another Itahan-mspired strocture from
1924, co-designed with Lewis Elbert Blaize, a commercial artist.

During the 1920s, Mr. Smale specialized m desigming peniod revival residences i a mumber of South-
em Califorma locales, meludmg Altadena, Zuma Beach, and West Los Angeles. Besides those men-
tioned above, other projects durmg that peniod meluded: the L. W. Gentry Mediterranean house at 2001
Mendocimo Lane, Altadena (1921); the residence of Buster Keaton at 543 South Muirfield Road
(1923); the Harry M. Walker house at 2330 North Catalina Street m the Italian style (1924); the Beren-
do Apariments at 333 South Berendo Avenue—a four-story classically-designed edifice {(1925); two
residences for the Buenenman famuly: an Enghsh style at Halstead Avemnue and McCadden Place and a
Spanish bungalow at 185 Citrus Avenne (both 1925); the Italian-styled Moms P. Stmon house at 1321
Virginia Road, San Marino (1928); and Arthur Ahlswede’s English Tudor at 3405 Monterey Road,
San Manne (1928).
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By the 1930z Mr. Smale was expenmenting with Art Deco and Art Modeme styhstic elements. His
most famous exercise in Art Deco was the M. K. Smuth house constructed m 1930 at the northwest
comer of 2nd Street and Hudson Avenue in Los Angeles. Gebhard and Wmter call it “one of the few
concrete Art Deco (Zig Zag Modeme) houses m the Los Angeles area and probably the preatest. Itis
very elegant in an extremely elegant neighborhood. Pans would be

proud of it.”™ Other works during this era were: the Lena Basquette dress shop on Wilshire Boulevard
just west of 5t. Andrews, descnibed by the Los Angeles Times as “one of the most elaborate shops on
the boulevard™ (1930); Senator Joseph Pedroth’s house m Westwood (1930); the George A Dudley
house in Zuma Beach (1930); the F. L. Haskell Italian-styled residence at 10730 Bellagio Road m West
Los Angeles (1933); a stone-veneer mansion at 268 5t. Pierre Road for George W. Lemon (1936); a
headquarters bulding m the ranch style for the Los Angeles Breakfast Club on 4 % acres near Gnffith
Park (1937); the Scren P. Hansen Enghsh-style cottage at 4960 College View Avenue (1939); and the
Hawan Theater m Hollywood (1941).

Mr. Smale was also recopmzed for the many apartment bmldings he designed durmg the 1930s. Among
theze were: 364 South Cloverdale Avemme (1930); fourteen umts at 827-837 South Hobart Boulevard

(1936); two apartment buildings at 124 and 130 North Orlando Avenue (1937); 128 South Bedford
Drnve m Beverly Hills (1937); a French Provincial at the northwest comer of Camden Dnive and Char-
leville Boulevard which Mr. Smale both designed and built (1937); and another Beverly Hills project m
the Georgian Colomal style at the northwest comer of Spaulding Dnve and Charleville (1938).

After World War IT, Mr. Smale specialized m the design of motion picture theaters, usually done m
stnking vanations of Streamlime Modeme. Perhaps the best example is the Loyola Theater at 8610
South Sepulveda Boulevard m Westchester, designed m 1948 i what has been called Baroque Modemne
and sporting an exuberant curved marquee. Other examples of Smale’s theater designs melude the Col-
orado Theater at 2596 East Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena (1948); the Comell Theater at San Fer-
nando Foad and Comell Drive m Burbank (1949); the Meralta m Downey (1949); and the Fox Theater
at 10170 Reseda Boulevard m Northndge (1963).

Other postwar works of Mr. Smale melude the Captam’s Table Bestaurant at 301 South La Cienega
Boulevard (1954) and the Eobert Foulk residence—a Wilhamsburg Colomal bmlt in Rollmg Hills m
1962.

Clarence J. Smale died at the age of 79 on October 28, 1966. The Los Angeles Times published a short
announcement, saying only that be was to be mterred at Forest Lawn
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Sources:

American Architects Directory, 1962.

Gebhard, Dawnd and Robert Winter. An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles.
Salt Lake City, Gabbs Somith, 2003.

Loz Angeles Times: vanious artcles

Theaire Catalog, 1949/1950.

Tmm Gregory

The Bumlding Biographer
400 East Califormia Blvd., #3
Pasadena, CA 91106

e-mail- tmgregory@sbeglobal net

Copynght 2011 Tim Gregory
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Services Slated Today for Charles Haubiel
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Aug 29, 197§;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1987)

pe. HR

Services Slated Today
for Charles Haubiel

Services will be held today for American composer
Charles Haubiel, 86, who died Saturday in his Los Feliz
home, Services will be at 1
p.m. in the Ministry Chapel,
4950 Franklin Ave. in Hol-
Iywood. . |

Born in Delta, Ohio, Hau-
biel studied. in New York
with Rudolph Ganz, and Jo-
sef and Rosina Lhevinne
(piano) and Rosario Scalero
(composition). A member of
the faculty at New York
University for more than 20
years, Haubiel was also ac-
tivgnhiaﬁ the pthuhﬁsgng field,
organizing the Composers
Press, Inc, in 1935 tup::sist
contemporary American

Charles Haubiel composers. Haubiel wrote

mgmliﬂ:ally in both orche-

stral and chamber idioms, also wrote several operas,

He won first prize at the Schubert Centennial contest in

1928 with his set of symphonic variations, “Karma.” Hau-
biel leaves no immediate family.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission
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